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UPCOMING CLASS!                                   
Sunday November 17th is the date for the Slab to Cab class for Club members.  Carl Shearer will be 
instructing the class. The session will start at 10 am and will be about 3-4 hours in length.  Maximum of 6 
students for this class please.  RSVP to the Club at: m.ridge_lapiclub@yahoo.ca. 

 
 

GOLD PANNING FIELDTRIP FOR MEMBERS 
The Gold Panning Fieldtrip to Hope on October 5th was a well attended with about 25 people 
coming out. The fieldtrip was hosted by Club members Mike and Jessica and lead by Walt P.  
I’m told everyone found gold! Watch the Club website for some of the photos.   

 
REMINDERS   
 

 Next General Meeting is Thursday November 7th, 2013 at 7pm – this month’s 
Theme is amber and topaz.  Feel free to bring along your items to add to the 
display. 

 

 

 

mailto:m.ridge_lapiclub@yahoo.ca


 2014 MRLC Rock & Gem Show Meeting Tuesday November 5th, 2013 at 7pm. Everyone is 
welcome! 

 The Club BBQs have come to an end for the year.  Thank you to everyone for cooking, purchasing 
and preparing the food, and for coming out to enjoy the food and conversation. 
 

HELP WANTED - Volunteers are needed to apply Varathane to the lower cabinet doors in the 
downstairs back room.  If you can help with this important task, please speak with one of the Executive 
at the Club.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Upcoming Club Shows: 

VERNON LAPIDARY & MINERAL CLUB: November 1 & 2, 2013, Village Green Mall, Vernon, BC.  Contact: 
Pat O'Brien, 250-545-1274 or E mail 

DELTA ROCKHOUND GEM & MINERAL CLUB: November 2 & 3, 2013,  Saturday & Sunday 10:00am – 
5:00pm, South Delta Recreation Centre, 1720 - 56th Street, Tsawwassen, BC.  Door prizes; rock auctions 
for children and adults; grab bags; demonstrations; dealers; mineral, rock and gem displays; dealers 
Contact: Mary Cool, 604-943-5518, or E mail 

 

 
Field Trips:  As always, check the BC Lapidary Society website for more 
information: http:/ www.lapidary.bc.ca/trips.html 
 
 
 

 Agates, Jasper, Sillimanite and River Rock: Herrling Island, Sunday November 10th, meet at 
Rancher’s Restaurant, 53560 Bridal Falls Road, Rosedale, BC at 9am.  Bring a rock hammer, 
bucket, digging tools, gloves, water-proof boots, warm clothing, food, water, back pack and a full 
tank of gas.  Four wheel drive and high clearance vehicle required.  Check with Trevor Christie 
(604-794-3668) before you go. 

 

MRLC Members - Do you have summer photos of your rock hounding (or rock candy hunting) trip that 

you’d like to share? Please send a jpeg or tiff to the Club email and your photo may be highlighted in the 
newsletter. 
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Birthstone of the Month: Opal 
 

October's child is born for woe, 
And life's vicissitudes must know, 

But lay an opal on her breast, 
And hope will lull those woes to rest. 

 
According to Wikkipedia the poem above was first published in a pamphlet by Tiffany & Co. in 1870.  
While the author is listed as unknown, the poems are attributed to the Gregorian calendar which is also 
called the Western calendar or the Christian calendar. A chart included on Wikkipedia shows that in the 
15th-20th century the October stone was opal and aquamarine.  In the US opal and tourmaline are now the 
choice.  Britain prefers opal in 2013 while the Hindu culture lists coral as the stone of choice.  Do you have 
a preference, or do you wear them all? 

 

                                                      

 

  

 
 

 

Christmas Party 

The Club Christmas Party will be held on Saturday, November 30th at Meadows Highland Park, 11892 
Ponderosa Blvd, Pitt Meadows.  Please bring a potluck dish to share and a wrapped gift if you wish to 
participate in the gift exchange.  Santa is expected to visit and there will be a craft for the children.  
Turkey and stuffing will be provided by the Club.  Please RSVP at mailto:m.ridge_lapiclub@yahoo.ca 
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PROJECT 

This month’s first project from Jewelry Making Daily (October 21, 2013) deals with mastering a jeweler’s 
saw. The second project, also from Jewelry Making Daily (October 16, 2013) provides an interesting ring 
project 
 

Sawing Metal: Top 10 Tips for Mastering a Jeweler's Saw, Plus How 

to Install Saw Blades 

Among the most common metalsmithing tools is the jeweler's saw. Even beginning 
metalworkers who don't solder yet will most likely use a jeweler's saw to cut out 
components for their jewelry designs. Metal shears can do many jobs, but a jeweler's 
saw allows you to cut out very intricate shapes and cut holes or other shapes inside a 
piece of metal sheet, like the accent cut inside this heart.  
  

Metal Sawing Basics 

  

A good metalmithing teacher will tell you that two keys to successful metal sawing are 
to have a good saw with the best blades you can afford and to master an effective 
sawing technique. Understand that the blades will break; I've used good blades and 
average ones at all stages of my learning, and the good ones snap just as often as the 
bad ones. I'd add that you should buy saw blades in bulk and be prepared when 
they break, because they will! I've had one blade last for months and then five break in 
one project. 

  

Of course a good sawing technique can reduce the breakage, but 
they will break. JMD contributor Kate Richbourg agrees: "Saw blades break all 
the time," she writes. "Don't get discouraged if your blade snaps. Just stop, 
take a breath, and change the broken blade. It happens to everyone." 
  

Start with a 2/0 saw blade for best all-around use, and move on to a 4/0 once 
you get the hang of it. A 6/0 saw blade is best for more advanced, intricate 
work. Lube your saw blade with Burlife, beeswax, or Gemlube, and strive for a 
steady rhythm with a fluid sawing motion.   
  

Tips for Sawing with a Jeweler's Saw 

  

As with all techniques, a good tip can make life so much easier. Here are 10 
sawing tips I've gathered from Jewelry Making Dailyexperts, community 
members, and resources, as well as a tutorial on installing blades in your 
jeweler's saw. 
  

From Elizabeth Bone's book Silversmithing for Jewelry Makers: 
1. If you saw with too much force or try too hard, you'll probably break a blade. 
Always check the tension of your blade, as a loose blade is more likely to 
break. 

  

2. The cutting motion comes from the elbow, not the wrist. Hold the saw frame lightly, keeping your arm and body relaxed, 
and saw using long, even strokes. 
  

3. Start sawing with the blade tilted at a slight angle; then move to a vertical position and continue sawing. 
  

4. From a reader, Diane Brooks, featured in Lapidary Journal Jewelry Artist magazine: Place a scrap of mat board used for 

 

 

    

 

 

Master metalsmith Lexi Erickson decorates 

her saw handle with bicycle streamers. Love 

her!  
  

    



framing pictures between the bench pin and the metal you're sawing. It will help you in several ways. Starting the blade in 
the mat board prevents the metal from skittering around when the blade bites into the metal, and it cleans the blade as you 
saw. It supports the work over the hole in the bench pin so it doesn't collapse and bind the blade, and it results in fewer 
broken blades. 
  

5. Have you ever attempted to cut a piece of silver sheet longer than your saw frame and come to a screeching halt? One 
solution is to use your pliers to twist your saw blade 90 degrees so that the saw frame is perpendicular to the axis of the 
saw cut. With the saw frame off to the side, you can make cuts of unlimited length, as long as the width of the silver sheet 
isn't greater than the saw frame depth. --From Tom and Kay Benham, Contributing Editors to Lapidary Journal Jewelry 
Artist 
  

From Jewelry Making Daily contributor Kate Richbourg: 
6. Keep the saw stationary and turn the piece that is being sawed. You'll have 
more control over where the saw cuts. 
  

7. Reduce the instance of broken blades by using a blade lubricant. Turning a 
corner can also snap a blade, so saw in place as the blade turns. The motion 
will keep the blade from breaking. "I default to size 2/0 saw blades for 22-
gauge metal sheet and higher," Kate says. "For 24-gauge sheet and thinner, I 
jump down to 4/0. The finer teeth of the 4/0 blade make cutting thin metal 
much easier. This way I don't have a tangle of unknown blades to wade 
through." 
  

8. Ease your death grip on the saw handle and don't push the blade into the 
metal. A light touch will keep the blades from binding up in the metal and the 
saw will move up and down with ease. 
  

9. Brace the piece that you are sawing on a bench pin that clamps to your worktable so you have a stable surface to work 
on. 
  

10. JMD member corymike shared this tip on our forums: The bench where you do your sawing and on which you will be 
mounting your bench pin should be at a level such that your work is nearly at eye level and you can comfortably rest your 
elbows while doing detail work.  
  

Inserting the Blade in the Frame 

  

Here's Kate's tutorial for properly installing a blade in a jeweler's saw frame. 
  

 

 

Loosen the screws on the frame and insert the blade in the top clamp with 
teeth facing out (away from the frame) and pointing down towards the handle. 
  
(Note the close-up view of the saw blade with teeth pointing down and out.) 

 

 

    



 

  

Place the "top" of the frame against a stable table edge and push so that the 
frame bows slightly. While the frame is bowed, insert the opposite end of the 
saw blade into the bottom clamp and tighten. 
  
Remove the pressure from the frame and pluck the back of the saw blade with 
your finger. If you hear a high-pitched "pling," the saw is ready to go. 

      

Sawing allows you to create all kinds of interesting shapes in metal that you couldn't create otherwise. In Helen Driggs' 
metalsmithing video tutorial, she explores various approaches to making spirals and coils, curves and swirls using wire and 
metal. You won't believe how much fun and interest these simple shapes can add to your jewelry designs--and how easy 
they are to achieve with proper sawing techniques.  
 

  

 

 

Stamping Metal Designs: Stamp a Flower Ring with New 
Plaque-Shaped Blanks 

 
Inspired by the stamped metal, bicolor Vermillion Ring in Aisha 
Formanski's bookNew Directions in Punched Metal 
Jewelry and the metal stamping plaques from Beaducation, I 
stamped a ring with a decorative floral design using just the 
exclamation point, the letter o (or a circle or dot stamp), the 
dash, and the asterisk. 

  

The plaque blanks have such nice shapes, making them ideal 
to stamp and stack into pretty layered designs on cuffs or 
pendants, too. My large brass plaque blank wanted to be a 
cigar band-style ring.  

  

I soldered my ring but you can also rivet it like Aisha did--or 
use the cold connection of your choice. 

  

 

 



The plaque shapes are detailed and pretty enough to be left alone, too, 
creating an open adjustable ring band. There are endless ways to personalize 
this and make it your own, of course--but here's how I made mine. 

  
  

Materials 
  

Impress Art "Newsprint" metal stamp set 
Beaducation plaque stamping blanks * 
brass hammer 
ring mandrel ** 
rubber mallet 
steel block 
sandpaper 
pickle pot 
soldering setup (or cold connections of your choice) 
torch  
hot tools (pliers) 
optional: steel wool, Sharpie marker, clear nail polish or other sealant  

  
* The plaque blanks are available in a few shapes and sizes, in brass, copper, sterling silver and silver filled. Note 
that a ring this wide will need to be at least a size or two larger than your regular ring size. 

  
** I sometimes use the barrel of one of the daps from my dapping set as a ring mandrel; the smaller size is easier 
for me to handle and one of them is my perfect ring size. Plus it isn't tapered like a ring mandrel, so it's better for 
consistently shaping wide ring bands like this one. You could probably also use ring-forming pliers. 

  
Steps 

  

 

 

1. First, anneal the brass plaque that will be the ring band if you'd like 
to make it easier to stamp. To anneal, heat it until the metal glows 
red, quench, and pickle to remove fire scale. 
  
You'll see that my plaque has a crosshatch texture and some copper 
visible around the edges. After pickling, some of the copper became 
visible on the surface of the brass, so I removed it by rubbing 150-grit 
sandpaper across the surface in two directions, creating the 
crosshatch texture. If it happens to you, you can leave it or remove it 
using finer polishing methods if you don't want the subtle texture. 

      

 

  

2. Stamp the design of your choice with metal stamps and a brass 
hammer. I first stamped the letter o to be flower centers (see photo in 
step 1); then I used dashes as petals on some flowers, exclamation 
points on others. Be sure to stamp some going off the edges. I filled 
in with smaller flowers made using asterisk stamps. 
  

      
Tip: As you stamp, the metal will cup and warp a bit, as well as work harden. Anneal as needed while stamping to 
soften the metal; you'll want to anneal before shaping the ring as well. While stamping, if you need to flatten the 
piece, sandwich it between two steel blocks (or a steel block and the smooth flat back side of a dapping set base, 
for example) and hammer to flatten it without marring the metal and ruining your stamped design. 

 

 

  Aisha's Vermillion Ring 



      

 

  
3. Form the annealed ring around the mandrel of your choice using a 
rubber mallet. 

      

 

  

4. You could stop here and have a cool wide cigar-band-style ring 
(skip to step 7 to finish it up), but I wanted to use another smaller 
plaque, in a different metal, to add a message and focal piece to the 
ring. So I stamped "bloom" on a small silver plaque and added a few 
more flowers. 

      

 

  

5. I prefer soldering over riveting, so I soldered the small stamped 
plaque onto the wide ring band. Because the band was brass (yellow 
metal) and the plaque was silver (white), and because I was dealing 
with odd shapes that were hard to hold together for soldering, I used 
copper solder paste. It turns whitish when soldered, so it matched the 
silver plaque, but also the paste consistency holds onto the metal 
almost like lightweight glue to stay in place (see photo) and to help 
the pieces stay in place until the solder flows (which is fast, by the 
way). Consider which metals your plaques are made of and use 
whatever solder or cold connection you prefer. 

      

 

  

6. Pickle briefly to clean off any remaining fire scale and rinse. If you 
need to, clean it up a bit with steel wool or other polishing tools of 
your choice. 
  
7. Color in your stamped impressions with a Sharpie marker and rub 
off excess ink if you want to help your designs stand out. If you use 
copper or brass for your ring, coat it with a clear sealant (or clear nail 
polish) to prevent tarnish. 
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